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Bangalore, India 
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AGENDA:  
 
1.  Welcome and Clarification of Quorum 
2.  President’s Report 
3.  Financial Report and Membership Dues 
4. Review of Statutes 
5.  Theme of the Triennial Research Project 2017–2020 
6.  Election of the Steering Committee 2017–2020 
7. Evaluation 
 
 
1.  Welcome and Clarification of Quorum 
 
 Martin calls the meeting to order by clarification of quorum. The members of the Steering 
Committee are all present. Fifteen societies are properly represented with Maria Marcela Mazzini 
representing two associations (Sociedad Argentina de Teologia, SAT, and Teologanda Argentina, TA). 

It was clarified that Mwaura Philomena (CCAWT, Kenya) and Soëde Nathaniel Yaovi (ATA, 
Benin) as associate members shall have one 1 vote each. 

The Business Agenda is approved with 13 votes. 
 

 
2. President’s Report 
 (full report see Attachment) 
 

There were two Steering Committee meetings, July 27–31, 2015 in Rome and July 27–31, 
2016 in Bangalore. The minutes of the meetings are published on-line. 

 Martin recognizes some member societies’ active participation in the INSeCT. As a network 
of different theological societies, keeping contact with members is very important. A constant 
stream of communication should be adopted. In addition, the Steering Committee was also tasked 
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to communicate to countries which traditionally have less number of Catholics but may have 
theological associations. 

 Regarding the continuity and the structure of leadership, Martin recommends that Steering 
Committee member who is planning to resign must already start the process of naming a 
successor from his or her region beforehand. For example, as a new president is elected, the last 
president stays for one more year in holdover capacity and the new president assumes his/her 
office a year later. (The statute had to be amended to accommodate this proposal.) 

 The other members of the Steering Committee then shared their own experience and 
observations about INSeCT.  

Érico João Hammes (SOTER) sees the challenge of getting more connected worldwide. He 
also expressed his willingness to help the in-coming SOTER representative, Paulo Fernando. He is a 
well-connected international theologian and knowledgeable about INSeCT. A systematic 
theologian, his research interests includes social mediation for liberation theology. 

 Nancy Pineda-Madrid (ACHTUS) sees INSeCT, a network in 5 continents, has encouraged 
broader / global theological connections and conversations as it is more organized now. She also 
notes that the website is much improved; and that the presence and participation of women has 
also increased. Bilateral and multilateral meetings were also significant contributions. She 
reiterates that CTSA supports the viability of INSeCT. She then highlights the need for continuity in 
terms of leadership. 

 Gaston Ogui Cossi (ATCB) shares his gratitude for being able to work with theteam. Having 
been with INSeCT since 2005, he considers developing the African network as the biggest 
challenge.  

 Kochurani Abraham (ITA) has only been in the new Steering Committee for one year. She 
believes that INSeCT will have its positive impact if it continues to pursue its transformative 
charism. 
 
 
3. Financial Report 

(see also attachment, chapter 6 of President’s Report on 2014–2017) 
 

Martin presented the Financial Report. INSeCT’s total money amounts to 9098.00 €.  
 
Membership Dues: 

Six years ago, 1 euro was decided as payment per member with a maximum of 500.00 € for 
societies with bigger membership. Three years ago, however, some member societies thought that 
it was too much. The Steering Committee is mandated to discuss and decide on a socialized 
scheme for membership payment. This is accepted by Network Council unanimously. 
 
Bank Account: 

The money in the bank account cannot be easily accessed. The challenge is not where it is 
banked but international factors (taxes, laws, etc.) which constrain the transfer of money to 
somewhere else. The body sees no other possibility but maintain the present arrangement. 
 
The financial report is approved. 
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4. Review of Statutes 
 
The Steering Committee in its annual meetings 2015 & 2016 resolved to propose, at the General 
Assembly’s Business Meeting, the following modifications to the constitution: 
 
1. Addition of a further dot-point to Paragraph 2.1 (a) of the Statutes: 

“INSeCT is committed to supporting theologians who tend to be isolated because they 
come from countries that lack a Catholic society and/or countries that have very few Catholic 
theologians.” 
 
2. Addition of a fourth dot-point to Paragraph 2.1 (b), of the Statutes: 

“helping to discern with theologians in which there are no societies whether it is opportune 
to found a society.” 
 
3. Addition to the end of Paragraph 3.1 of the Statutes: 

“… publications and have at least 30 members.” 
 
4. Addition to Paragraph 3.3 of the Statutes: 

“That those who meet the qualifications for ordinary corporate membership will, in the 
first instance, be granted extraordinary membership at the Network Coun-cil Meeting, and at the 
following Network Council Meeting can apply for ordinary membership.” 
 
5. Addition of a further sub-paragraph to Paragraph 3 of the Statutes: 

“4. In countries where there are no theological societies, the regional Steering Committee 
member will contact a representative theologian and invite her or him to the Network Council 
Meeting, at which she or he will be treated as an ex-traordinary member.” 
 
6. Addition of a dot-point to Paragraph 4 of the Statutes: 

“if membership fees are no for three consecutive years.” 
 
The Business Meeting discusses these proposals and takes the following decisions: 
 
a. On proposal 1 
 Accepted unanimously with “INSeCT” deleted. It should read “is committed to supporting 
theologians who tend to be isolated because they come from countries that lack a Catholic society 
and/or countries that have very few Catholic theologians”. 
 
b. On proposal 2 
 Accepted unanimously with “which” changed to “countries where”. It should be “helping to 
discern with theologians in countries where there are no societies whether it is opportune to 
found a society”.  
c. On proposal 3 

Statute 3.1 should read: “Ordinary corporate members are societies for Catholic theology 
which pursue academic theology through their statutes and publications; and have at least 25 
members.” 
There are 14 in favor, 2 against and 1 abstention. 
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There are additional suggestions like organizations with less than 25 members are welcomed as 
extraordinary members and INSeCT encourages them to aspire for ordinary membership. It is also 
suggested to make the difference between ordinary members and extraordinary members more 
specific. 
 
d. On proposal 4 

The proposal is withdrawn in the light of the discussion on membership. 
 
e. On proposal 5 

The proposal is withdrawn in the light of the discussion on membership. 
 
f. On proposal 6 

The proposal with revisions is unanimously approved. It should read then as “if 
membership fees or symbolic amount are not paid for two consecutive terms”. 
 
New Proposals: 
 

a. To include in statute 7, no. 5 as part of the responsibilities of the Steering Committee; 
g. determine the amount of the fee and membership criteria, and to periodically bring such matter 
to General Council for consideration. 
There are 14 in favor, 1 against and 1 abstention. 
 

b. There was a move to drop “academic” and leave theology alone in the goal of the 
INSeCT, see 2.1. There was a proposal to put the discussion for the next Steering Committee to 
consider. This proposal was carried. 
 

c. The Statute § 7, articles 1, 2 and 3 are revised after a vote of 15 in favor and 1 
abstention. The approved text reads as follows (the amendments are in bold): 

1. Composition of the Steering Committee 
a. The Steering Committee is composed of a President, in the year following the 
General Assembly of a president elect, two Vice-Presidents and two other members. 
Insofar as possible, they will be representative of the five regions of: North America, 
Latin America, Europe, Africa, and Asia-Pacific. 
b. The new members of the Steering Committee will meet immediately following their 
election by the Network Council to assign responsibilities and roles. 

2. The General Assembly elects the incoming President who will serve for one year as 
president elect (the year following the General Assembly) and after that three years as 
president, i.e. until the year following the upcoming General Assembly. He/she may be 
re-elected for one more term. 

3. Each other committee member is elected separately by the Network Council. Committee 
members serve a term of three years, starting from the day of their election by the 
Network Council. They serve for one term and remain in office until the next election. 
Each may be reelected for one more term. 
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5.  Theme of the Triennial Research Project 2017–2020 
 

The document, “A Question of Gender justice: The Role of Women in decision-Making in 
Different Areas of the Church and Society” Summary of Proceedings and Insights INSeCT 2017 
Bangalore was presented. It was then accepted by the body. It will also be a helpful material in the 
discussion regarding the next triennial theme. 

A proposal for on a “holistic theological anthropology” factoring in decoloniality and 
intersectionality is tabled. Another possible theme is to pursue a reflection of the papacy of Pope 
Francis as a time of Kairos bearing in mind that INSeCT is a “critical friend”. After some discussions, 
it is agreed that the theme for 2017 - 2020 will be “A Kairos for Catholic Theology: Serving the 
Church, Serving the World”. INSeCT’s contribution then is to bring in perspectives from the 
different regions and offer these to the service of the Church as the Church serves the world. The 
theme is unanimously accepted. 

 
 
6.  Election of the Steering Committee 2017–2020 
 

The new INSeCT officers are elected by acclamation and have accepted the nomination. 
They are: 

 Gerard Maninon (CTSA, USA), President 

 Paulo Fernando (SOTER, Brasil), as member of the Steering Committee 

 Gunter Jagenteufel (ESCT, Austria) as member of the Steering Committee 

 Maeve Heany (ACTA, Australia) as member of the Steering Committee 

 Hadebe Nontando (CTSSA and CCAWT, South Africa) as member of the Steering 
Committee 

 
 
7. Evaluation 
 

An Evaluation Form was distributed by Nancy Madrid-Pineda and is filled out by 
participants. The feedbacks will be collated by the Steering Committee. 

The Report on Catholic Theology in Kenya from Philomena Mwaura was also distributed. 
 
 
 
Prepared by: 
 
VICTORINO A. CUETO, CSSR 
JEANE PERACULLO 
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Attachment  
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT on 2014–2017 

at INSeCT’s General Council Business Meeting 2017, July 22 

 

 
1) Members (July 2017) 

INSeCT, the International Network of Societies for Catholic Theology, currently comprises of 

the following 22 ordinary corporate and 7 affiliated members: 

 

a) Ordinary corporate members  

Africa 

 Association des Théologiens Catholiques du Bénin (ATCB) 

 Catholic Theological Association of Nigeria (CATHAN) 

 Catholic Theological Society of Southern Africa (CTSSA) 

 Cellule de réflexion et de propositions des théologiens Ivoiriens (CREPTI) 

Asia-Pacific 

 Australian Catholic Theological Association (ACTA) 

 Catholic Theological Society of the Philippines / Damdaming Katoliko sa 

Teolohiya (DaKaTeo) 

 Ecclesia of Women in Asia (EWA) 

 Indian Theological Association (ITA) 

 Indian Women Theologians Forum (IWTF) 

Europe 

 European Society for Catholic Theology (ESCT); consists of 21 national and 

regional sections in 20 European countries 

Latin-America 

 Asociación Colombiana de Teólogas (ACT) 

 Sociedad Argentina de Teologia (SAT) 

 Sociedad Chilena de Teologia (SCT) 

 Sociedade de Teologia e Ciências da Religio, Brasil (SOTER) 

 Teologanda Argentina (TA)  

 Unión de Instituciones Teológicas Católicas en México (UITCAM) 

 [Sociedad Uruguaya de Teología (SUT); currently not operational] 

North-America 

 Academy of Catholic Hispanic Theologians of the United States (ACHTUS) 

 Black Catholic Theological Symposium (BCTS) 

 Catholic Theological Society of America (CTSA) 

 College Theology Society (CTS) 

 Société Canadienne de Théologie (SCT) 
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b) Affiliated members  

 Amerindia Colombia Red (ACR) 

 Association des Théologiens Africains (ATA) 

 Association des Universités et Instituts supérieurs Catholiques d’Afrique et 

Madagascar (ASUNICAM) / Association of Catholic Universities and High 

Institutes of Africa and Madagascar (ACUHIAM) 

 Circle of Concerned African Women Theologians (CCAWT) 

 Conference of Catholic Theological Institutions (COCTI) 

 Núcleo Mujeres y Teología de Guatemala (NMTG) 

 Theological Advisory Commission-Federation of Asian Bishops’ Conference 

(TAC-FABC) 

 

2) Steering Committee 2014–2017 

The Steering Committee for 2014–2017 was, for the first time, composed of five members 

representing the five regions Europe, North America, Latin America, Africa, and Asia-Pacific. 

This was in accordance with a decision taken at the 2014 General Council Meeting in Belo 

Horizonte. The committee who served this cycle of office comprised of the following 

personnel:  

 Martin M. Lintner (Italy/Austria), President,  

 Nancy Pinead-Madrid (USA), Vice-president, 

 Érico João Hammes (Brasil), Vice-president,  

 Gaston Ogui (Benin),  

 James McEvoy (Australia), who in July 2016 due to personal reasons has resigned and 

was replaced by  

 Kochurani Abraham (India). 

The Steering Committee met on two occasions for its Annual Meeting – in Rome/Italy, July 27–

31, 2015, and in Bangalore/India, July 27–31, 2016. In addition to this, the committee held 

several Skype-meetings throughout the three-year period. 

In selecting Bangalore as the venue for the 2016 Annual Committee Meeting and for the 2017 

Full General Council Meeting, the Executive wanted to be faithful to the commitment of the 

previous Executive to reach out more actively to Catholic theologians in the context of the 

developing world, particularly in the southern hemisphere. 

 

3) Activities of the Steering Committee 

Priorities for the Executive 2014–2017 included the promotion of the three-year Global 

Research Project and questions of how to foster the networking further among the member-

societies and equally of how to make INSeCT more visible, in general. 

At its annual meeting in July 2015, the INSeCT Steering Committee discussed and further 

developed the Network’s mission and goals, on the basis of what had been elaborated by 
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previous Steering Committees. The 2015 meeting clarified the Network’s focus, with 

unanimous agreement being reached on the proposals.  

At the same meeting, it was also decided that each Board member would be responsible for 

regularly liaising with the various presidents of the member-societies throughout his/her 

respective region.  

The Committee also initiated a range of additional concrete projects so as to further realize 

and put into practice the mission and goals of INSeCT and to promote the sense of belonging 

to our Network among its global member societies. These included: 

 redesigning and regularly updating INSeCT’s Webpage and posting all available 

information on activities of the single societies;  

 creating a INSeCT Facebook page; 

 publishing an annual newsletter from the president; 

 implementing the General Council decision take in 2011 to launch a Research Project 

to coincide with the three-year INSeCT cycle; 

 inviting member-societies to nominate a contact person for INSeCT’s Research Project 

and to make the INSeCT research program theme part of their annual 

conference/symposium;  

 establishing the regular contact between regional Board members and the presidents 

of member-societies societies in their respective region;  

 further follow-up with presidents of each member-society and publishing a regional 

newsletter once a year in order to exchange information and promote the sense of 

belonging to our Network; 

 conducting an annual inquiry, requesting information from member-societies on their 

serving and incoming officers, number of members, activities, conferences, annual 

conference themes, etc.  

 

4) Research Project 2014–2017 

For the duration of this three-year term, the delegates at the 2014 General Council chose the 

topic “A question of gender justice: the role of women in decision-making in different areas of 

church and society” as Global Research Project. The General Council decided to concentrate on 

the issue of gender-justice, in particular to explore the question: how theology can contribute 

toward improving the situation of women in church and society. In doing so, INSeCT took up 

the call of Pope Francis, who urged theologians in his apostolic exhortation “Evangelii 

gaudium” (No. 103–104) to help develop theological reflection for our times with regard to 

“with regard to the possible role of women in decision-making in different areas of the 

Church’s life” and, his calls, elsewhere, for a renewed theology of women. This in fact entails 

broader reflection on the theology of sex and gender, since it is not possible to discuss the role 

of women in church and society without discussing the role of men as well – al of which means 

taking up various challenges of our times with regard to gender issues. 
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It was the unanimous decision of the delegates to take up that topic, because they felt it was 

the logical follow-up of the previous research topic 2011–2014 on authority and power in the 

Church.1 So many of the global challenges of today – poverty, violence, war, human rights 

violations out of ethnical, religious and gender discrimination, ecological disasters, etc., affect 

women more disproportionately and therefore further theological research in such fields is 

highly pertinent. 

The Steering Committee prepared a paper to present this issue in more detail and to promote 

research projects. Many member societies have responded positively, e.g.: 

 The ACTHUS Conference 2015 included a number of papers on gender; 

 The CTSA 2016 Conference included a session on gender justice entitled “Gender Justice 

in Church and Society.” It advanced a conversation on the research project among the 

CTSA, the Australian Catholic Theological Association (ACTA), and the Unión de 

Instituciones Teológicas Católicas en México, A.C. (UITCM). James McEvoy, president of 

ACTA, presented his paper “‘Recognition’ and the Ministry of Women”; Christina Astorga, 

a member of the CTSA, presented her paper “Gender Inequity is at the Root of Gender 

Violence”; and Carlos Mendoza-Álvarez, former president of the UITCM, presented his 

paper “A Critical Approach to Gender Identities in the ‘Muxe’ Case.” 

 ACTA adopted INSeCT’s 2014–2017 research theme as primary focus of its 2016 

conference: “Theological Contributions Toward Re-Imagining Gender Justice.” Three 

keynote sessions were held, the first a lecture by Sr. Mary John Mananzan OSB, from 

Manila, entitled “Asian Feminist Theology from the EATWOT Perspective”; a second 

session led by Geraldine Hawkes, followed the methodology of receptive ecumenism: 

“Re-Imagining Women’s Participation in the Church through Receptive Ecumenism.” 

This session adopted a “fishbowl” format and involved six ACTA members who, in 

preparation, had engaged in dialogue with leaders and members of other churches, 

including the Uniting Church and the Lutheran Church, about their church’s path to 

recognizing the ministry and leadership of women. The third keynote session was 

multi-disciplinary, focusing on gender justice, with three speakers: Veronica Lawson 

(Biblical), Maeve Heaney (Systematic), and Robert Gascoigne (Moral). A lengthy and 

deeply engaged discussion ensued, with two formal proposals being made to the 

Doctrine and Morals Committee of the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference. The 

cast majority of the other papers delivered at the conference took up some angle on the 

INSeCT research theme. 

 Two Seminars took place during the International ESCT Conference 2015: “The Name 

of God and the Question of Gender”, and “Fundamentalistische vs. genderspezifische 

Bibelauslegung in Verbindung mit der aktuellsten Genderdebatte in Ostmitteleuropa”; 

in collaboration with Rita Perintfalvi and Ida Breitmaier of ESWTR (European Society 

of Women in Theological Research). 

                                                        
1 See the publication of the proceedings of a joint ESCT-DaKaTeo-conference on this Research Project: Stephen 
Bullivant et al. (ed), Theology and Power. International Perspectives, Paulist Press 2016. 
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 DaKaTeo and ESCT held a joint Symposium on “Gender and Ecclesiology: An 

Intercultural Dialogue” at Tagaytay, Philippines, from July 14–17, 2016. The conference 

was organized with the participation of other INSeCT-Asia members (ACTA, EWA, ITA, 

and IWTF), of St. Vincent School of Theology, Manila, and of ESWTR. Eight sessions 

treated eight topics, each one of them introduced from a European and an Asian 

perspective, followed by a generous amount of discussion and exchange. The topics 

and speakers were: “Women at the Grassroots’ Level of Church Leadership (e.g. BECs, 

social/political movements, etc.)” by Virginia Saldanha (IWTF, India) and Sr. Gemma 

Simmonds CJ (ET, Great Britain); “Female Deacons, Women Clergy Ordination” by 

Kochurani Abraham (ITA, India) and Angela Berlis (ESWTR, Switzerland); “Women 

from Spiritual Counselors to Confessors?” by Sr. Chris Burke (ACTA, Australia) and Sr. 

Rebeka Anic HSF (ESWTR, Croatia), “Women Religious as Vanguard of Women 

Participation” by Sr. Shalini Mulackal, pbvm (ITA, India) and Sr. Teresa Forcades OSB 

(ESWTR, Spain), “Women Leadership in the Bible” by Sr. Margaret Beirne (ACBA, 

Australia) and Rita Perintfalvi (ESWTR Hungary/Austria), “A Church beyond 

Clericalism” by Ramon Echica (DaKaTeo, Philippines) and Eamon Conway (ET, INSeCT 

Ireland), “A Gender Perspective on Catholic Sexual Ethics: Who Defines the roles and 

issues?” by Sharon Bong (EWA, Malaysia), Martin M. Lintner (ESCT, INSeCT, Italy/ 

Austria) and Gunter Prüller Jagenteufel (ESCT, Austria), “Women in a New Ecclesiology 

of the Laity” by Agnes Brazal (DaKaTeo/EWA, Philippines) and Serena Noceti (ESCT, 

Italy).  

To help contextualize the topics, the Conference began with testimonies from female 

victims of sexual abuse in their families. The conference was an intellectually and 

culturally enriching experience. 

 A European Conference in collaboration with ESWTR took place in Vienna, September 

22–25, 2016: “The role of women in decision making in the Church and society: A 

question of gender justice or gender ideology? Academic and practical challenges”. The 

Keynote Speakers were: Marianne Heimbach-Steins (Münster), “Gender zwischen 

Ideologievorwurf und Gerechtigkeitsanspruch – Bruchlinien und Paradoxien in der 

Katholischen Kirche”, Saskia Wendel (Cologne): „Gleichheit und/oder Differenz – 

Gottbildlichkeit gendersensibel”; Maria K. Moser (Vienna), “Jenseits der Opferrolle – 

Frauen ergreifen das Wort und die Verantwor-tung”, Stephan Goertz (Mainz), 

“Überlegung zu der Frage, was Geschlecht überhaupt für das Agieren in modernen 

Systemen bedeutet”, Elzbieta Adamiak (Koblenz/Lublin), “Die sozialen, politischen und 

religiösen Auseinandersetzung um Geschlechtergerechtigkeit in Ostmitteleu-ropa”, 

Maaike de Haardt (Nijmegen), “Maria – Die Frau zwischen Schwester im Glauben und 

Himmelskönigin”. An open panel discussion was be held one evening on the issue 

“Zwischen Gender-Mainstreaming und Anti-Genderismus: Frauen in kirchlichen und 

politischen Leitungspositionen: Erfahrungen – Chancen – Grenzen”. Fifteen parallel 

papers were also presented, amongst them one by Nancy Pineda-Madrid (CTSA, USA), 

vice-president of INSeCT. 

 A number of conferences in Africa also dealt with INSeCT’s Research Program, e.g. a 

conference in Abidjan, March 17–19, 2015, with the theme: “Vivre ensemble dans un 
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environnement multiculturel : le denier des universités.” Two papers were devoted to 

the issue of the role of women in interreligious dialogue; a symposium in Cotonou, 

Benin, 26–28 May, 2015, on the theme: “The Role of Women in Society: African Women 

on Peace-Building, Cultural Dialogue, & Building Democracy.” The President of Benin 

presented at this Symposium; a conference in March 15–17, 2016, on the theme: “The 

Role of Women in Peace-Building and Evangelization”. 

This non-exhaustive list of activities shows the positive impact of INSeCT on its member 

societies as well as the urgency of the Gender issue. 

Some papers are already published, others still will be. E.g., the issue 1/2017 of the peer-

reviewed journal ET-Studies was dedicated to the theme of Gender justice and the papers of 

the international ESCT-DaKaTeo-Conference 2016 and those of the European ESCT-ESWTR-

Symposium 2016 will be published in a common anthology, released by University Press of 

Vienna in the series “Religion and Transformation in Contemporary European Society” and 

edited by Gunter Prüller-Jagenteufel (ESCT), Rita Perintfalvi (ESWTR), and Sharon Bong 

(EWA). 

5) Leadership structure 

The Executive acknowledged the need for greater continuity within the leadership structure. 

Therefore the Committee suggested that, in good time, the presidents of member associations 

in each region should consider fostering a candidate as their region’s representative in the 

Steering Committee and also facilitating their familiarization with and participation in the 

work of INSeCT prior to taking up office. E.g. ESCT’s designated candidate for the Steering 

Committee 2017–2020, Gunter Prüller-Jagenteufel, attended already the 2014 General Council 

and took responsibilities within INSeCT and ESCT in order to become familiar with INSeCT, its 

mission and structure during 2014–2017. The ESCT financially facilitated this participation. 

 

6) Finances and Bank account 

a) Financial report 

Since its inception, at the proposal of Peter Hünermann, INSeCT’s bank account has resided in 

Tübingen, Germany. Because it has been some years since a Tübingen theologian has served 

on the INSeCT board, this has presented some logistical challenges in managing the account. 

There was an ongoing conversation begun by the previous Executive (2011–2014) about 

managing the account for INSeCT. While there were proposals to move the INSeCT account to 

a university, due to numerous further difficulties this would present, the Executive finally 

decided that the Network’s bank account should not be transferred from the Volksbank 

Ammerbuch. The account since many years is managed generously by Thomas Fliethmann, 

former Vice-president of INSeCT (2005–2008). 

The present status of INSeCT Bank Account at Volksbank Ammerbuch is as follows: 

July 31, 2014 € 2.259,94 

Surplus General Council 2014  € 1.150,00 

Membership fees 2014-2017 € 2.152,50 
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Bank fees - € 32,80 

May 31, 2017 € 5.529,64 

 

As only regular income INSeCT receives membership fees from individual societies. In 

accordance with the revised payment structure, Societies are asked to pay just € 1,00 (one 

Euro or the equivalent) per subscribed theologian-member per annum up to a maximum of  

€ 500,00 per Society p.a. (or the equivalent). 

In 2012 to 2017 the following 15 (of 22) corporate member societies paid membership fees: 

Member 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

ATCB  € 50,00 € 50,00 € 50,00 € 50,00 € 50,00 € 50,00 

ACTA  € 33,00  € 40,00  € 40,00 USD 50,00 USD 50,00 USD 50,00 

CTSA  € 468,00 € 468,00 € 500,00 € 500,00 € 500,00 € 500,00 

DaKaTeo  € 33,00 € 34,00 USD 51,00 USD 52,00 USD 52,00 € 45,00 

ESCT  € 500,00 € 500,00 € 500,00 € 500,00 € 500,00 € 500,00 

ITC  € 25,00 € 25,00 € 16,00 € 16,00 € 18,00 ---  

UITCAM  € 250,00 € 250,00 € 250,00 € 250,00 ---  ---  

SAT  € 100,00 € 100,00 € 100,00 € 70,00 € 70,00 € 60,00 

SCT  USD 37,50 USD 37,50 USD 37,50 € 30,00 € 30,00 € 30,00 

SOTER  

USD 

150,00 

USD 

150,00 --- 2  € 130,00 € 130,00 € 130,00 

ACHTUS  ---  ---  € 190,00 € 190,00 € 190,00 € 190,00 

ITA  ---  ---  ---  € 10,00 € 20,00 € 20,00 

ITWF  ---  ---  ---  € 5,00 € 5,00 € 5,00 

EWA ---  ---  ---  USD 30,00 USD 30,00 USD 40,00 

Teologanda ARG ---  ---  ---  € 30,00 € 30,00 € 30,00 

Transfer 

taxes     -€ 33,25 -€ 33,25 -€ 28,50 -€ 28,50 

A proportion of the membership fees 2011–2014 was used toward financing the 2014 General 

Council Meeting 2014 at Belo Horizonte. 

Currently there is also a further deposit of membership fees 2014–2017 of € 2.323,00 lodged 

with the Bank account of the OSM (religious community of Martin M. Lintner), and  

€ 1.246,00 of fees were paid in cash (in order to avoid Bank transfer taxes) at the 2017 

Meeting in Bangalore.  

In summary, the total available amount of INSeCT’s funds currently consists of: 

INSeCT Bank account (see above) € 5.529,64 

INSeCT funds on Bank account OSM  € 2.323,00 

Membership fees paid in cash € 1.246,00 

Total € 9.098,64 

                                                        
2 SOTER in July 2014 hosted the General Council Meeting of INSeCT and, therefore, was exempt from paying the 
annual membership fees. 
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b) Acknowledgments for Sponsorship 

At this point I would like to thank sincerely the sponsors of the 2017 General Council: ACTA, 

CTSA, and ESCT. Some participants from Latin America and from Africa/Asia were supported 

financially by the German ecclesiastical foundations of ADVENIAT and MISSIO. Thanks to this 

generous financial support we did not need to use INSeCT’s funds for financing the 2017 

General Council, but in the future it would greatly facilitate the work of INSeCT if those 

member societies able to do so could pledge and provide significant support in advance. 

Furthermore, none of INSeCT’s funds were used for the 2015 and 2016 Executive meetings. 

All funding for lodging and food was met by third-party funding. Air travel was paid for by the 

executive members themselves or by their religious community, by CTSA or ACTA for their 

representative, or by private sponsors. For funding the Executive meetings 2015 and 2016 

there were raised third-party funds of € 6.000,00. 

c) Further considerations 

INSeCT’s finances have been a crucial issue over many years. The developments in recent 

years especially require more funds, i.e. that the General Assemblies gather more participants, 

and the decision to hold these Assemblies not only in Europe or in the USA, but also in the 

Global South in order to include a larger number of theologians from these regions. It is the 

mission of INSeCT to support Catholic Theological Societies in the Global South. Note, also, 

that INSeCT has regularly taken care of the costs of participants from the Global South in the 

General Council meetings. 

INSeCT’s activities are financed by fees and donations (cf. INSeCT’s Statutes, § 5 art. 1). 

Unfortunately many member societies in the Global South simply are not in the position to pay 

any fees or to contribute only a symbolic amount. The intense efforts of previous Steering 

Committees to find an institution to guarantee long-term basic financial funding were not 

successful. 

Therefore, given the larger size of the executive committee and the increased importance of 

the Annual Meeting of the Committee, alongside the ongoing commitment to engage different 

global regions, as well as the commitment to three-year cyclic and ongoing research projects, 

INSeCT will need greater support to fund and facilitate both the annual Executive Committee 

meetings and the General Council every three years. The member societies will obviously be 

the key source of such additional support. 

According to INSeCT’s Statutes (§ 5 art. 2) “the participating societies commit themselves to 

raise funds for the operating expenses of the Network.” The financial support of those 

societies that are in a position to support the work of the Network, particularly the financially 

is needed, otherwise many participants from the Global South would not have been able to 

attend e.g. the 2017 General Council. Therefore, I appeal to the self-commitment and solidarity 

of these member societies also for the future! 
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7) Challenges 

 For the future we need to consider whether to continue with this method of term to 

term financing, relying on the commitment of a minority of member societies to raise 

funds for the Network’s expenses and on the commitment of the INSeCT president in 

office to raise funds from donors and sponsors (third-party funds). 

 Further possibilities should be explored to enable the Network’s activities to be 

facilitated in a more stable and long-term fashion with ongoing financial support from 

certain institutions and member societies. For long-term planning and facilitation of 

the Network’s activities, the second option would certainly be more effective and offer 

more stability. More of the incumbent INSeCT president’s time could then be devoted 

to the actual work of INSeCT rather than to the same time-consuming financial matters 

each and every cycle of four years. 

 With regard to the reflection on stability within the leadership structure: I personally 

believe that this is not only a matter of structure, but also of the engagement of 

member societies to designate candidates for the leadership of INSeCT and to prepare 

in good time – as well as to facilitate that preparation (including financially). It is also a 

matter of the personal commitment of those who accept such an office. 

 At the end of our term I must also acknowledge that in regard to some of our 

commitments we have been less successful, e.g. the regular contact of the individual 

Board members with the presidents of the societies of their respective region, or the 

following up with presidents of each association and publishing a regional newsletter 

once a year in order to exchange information and promote the sense of belonging to 

our Network. 

 I am personally convinced that it is not helpful to keep returning, again and again, to 

discuss INSeCT’s mission and goals. I consider it more important to be faithful to the 

commitment to realize its mission and goals and achieve specific objectives that have 

been decided unanimously. 

 From my perspective, the Network’s greatest challenge is the question of promoting 

the sense of belonging to our Network. Each November, the outgoing Steering 

Committee tried to conduct an inquiry, requesting information from member 

associations with regard to their incumbent officers, incoming officers, number of 

members, activities, conferences, issues of conferences, etc. But the response to such 

inquiries has been rather poor. In order to facilitate the contact and exchange of 

information with our member societies, the Steering Committee, at its 2015 annual 

meeting, decided that each Board member would keep in touch with the presidents of 

the societies of his/her respective region. In some regions this was very successful; in 

others there is room for continued improvement. 

 A further challenge consists in the fact that some theological societies, i.e., members of 

our Network, have few or no activities. The reasons for this vary, e.g. lack of financial 

resources or a weak structural basis. This mostly concerns some of the African and 
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some of the South American members. It may be useful to reflect on how the Network 

can support and assist these societies specifically. 

 I invite the new Steering Committee to keep in touch with the following societies which 

are represented at the 2017 General Council as guests: Association of Indonesian 

Catholic Theologians (AICT) = Assosiasi Teolog Katolik Indonesia (AsTeKia), 

represented by Matheus Purwatma, and the European Society of Women in Theological 

Research (ESWTR), represented by Gertraud Ladner.  

I strongly support the integration of both AsTeKia and ESWTR into our Network and to 

promote their ordinary or extraordinary membership. 

 Finally, James McEvoy had engaged in contact with theologians in Taiwan and South 

Korea. There is one Catholic theological faculty in Taiwan, but no theological 

association, as such. Louis Gendron SJ is the head of the faculty. They have published a 

theology journal in Chinese since 1969. We should seek to keep in touch with Louis, 

and explore ways in which Catholic theologians in such countries and regions can be 

included in the work of INSeCT. James heard also from Kyou-Sung SJ in South Korea, 

but the reports were that there is limited activity there. While there are a couple of 

theological associations, these function are seminar groups for seminarians, as 

opposed to meetings of professional theologians.  
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