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Martin M. Lintner OSM, President 
insecttheology@gmail.com 

 insecttheology.wordpress.com  

 International Network of Societies of Catholic Theology 
 

 

Executive committee 
Meeting in Rome, Domus Sanctae Marthae, July 27-31, 2015 

 
Minutes 

 
Participants: Martin M. Lintner (ESCT), President 

Nancy Pineda-Madrid (CTSA), Vice President 
Érico Hammes (SOTER), Vice President 
Gaston Ogui Cossi (ATCB), Member 
James McEvoy (ACTA), Member 

 
 
1. Agenda: set and discussed Monday evening, July 27. 

2. Minutes of the Skype meeting 11/08/2014 

a. James to ask Cathy Clifford for minutes of the Network Council Business 

Meeting at Belo Horizonte. 

b. Point 6 (executive members contact with regional associations): 

i. Martin stressed the need for regular contact with member 

associations; no need for large reports, but only simple information. 

ii. Nancy reported to ACTHUS and CTSA. 

iii. Gaston reported that contact with African associations is difficult. The 

executive needs to discuss how to involve the African associations 

more strongly. 

c. Point 10 (accounts for membership dues) 

i. Martin is yet to send out accounts. He will send out the updated 

membership enquiry form, and ask for a reply by the end of 

September. Following this, he will send out accounts for membership 

dues. 

d. Point 11 (transfer of bank account from Tubingen to Boston College) 

i. See below, point 7 d.  

e. Point 16 (Skype meetings with presidents of member associations) 

i. Arranging these meetings has been difficult. 

f. Point 12 (c) (donors for Belo Horizonte Meeting to be given a copy of budget) 

i. Eamonn gave a copy of the budget to each donor. 

3. The executive had a wide-ranging discussion about the mission, goals, and structure 

of INSeCT, including each member’s expectations of his or her own work on the 

committee. (See the separate document recording this conversation.) 
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a. It was resolved that: 

In countries where there are no associations, the executive will keep in touch 

with individuals and will invite those persons to the Network Council 

Meeting, at which they will be treated as extraordinary members. 

4. Membership Inquiry. 

a. It was resolved to discuss, at the next Network council business meeting, an 

addition to Paragraph 3.3 of the Statutes: 

“That those who meet the qualifications for ordinary corporate membership 

will, in the first instance, be granted extraordinary membership at the 

Network Council Meeting, and at the following Network Council Meeting can 

apply for ordinary membership.” 

b. It was resolved to discuss, at the next Network council business meeting, an 

addition to the end of Paragraph 3.1 of the Statutes: 

…publications “and have at least 30 members.” 

c. It was resolved to discuss, at the next Network council business meeting, an 

addition of a further sub-paragraph to Paragraph 3 of the Statutes: 

“4. In countries where there are no theological societies, the regional 

Steering Committee member will contact a representative theologian and 

invite her or him to the Network Council Meeting, at which she or he will be 

treated as an extraordinary member.” 

d. It was resolved to discuss, at the next Network council business meeting, an 

addition of a further dot-point to Paragraph 2.1(a) of the Statutes: 

“INSeCT is committed to supporting theologians who tend to be isolated 

because they come from countries that lack a Catholic society and/or 

countries that have very few Catholic theologians.” 

e. It was resolved to discuss, at the next Network council business meeting, an 

addition of a fourth dot-point to Paragraph 2.1(b), of the Statutes: 

“helping to discern with theologians in which there are no societies whether 

it is opportune to found a society.” 

f. It was resolved to discuss, at the next Network council business meeting, an 

addition of a dot-point to Paragraph 4 of the Statutes: 

“if membership fees are not paid for three consecutive years.” 

g. Point 4(c) of our Executive agenda: How to keep contact with members? 

i. It was resolved that every August-September Martin would write a 

general newsletter. Regional executive members would follow up 

with presidents of each association and write also a regional 

newsletter once a year. 

ii. Gaston asked for support for a conference in Africa: “Inculturation in 

the light of Evangelii Gaudium.” It was resolved that Gaston would 

write 10 lines describing the conference theme, and Martin would 

integrate this into the next newsletter. Each executive member would 
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ask two or three theologians, who have worked on this theme, for a 

paper. 

h. The executive discussed at length theologians’ “sensus ecclesiae,” and arrived 

at the following formulation: 

i. “We would foster the sensibility that theology is always a work for the 

community of the church. To enable theology to be a service of the 

church and, therefore, encourage lively dialogue with local bishops 

and encourage societies within regions to engage in such a dialogue.” 

ii. “We would encourage projects that invite representatives of the local 

church to dialogue about Catholic theological issues.” 

5. INSeCT Research Program 2014-2017 

a. ESCT projects in regard to INSeCT's Research Project 2014-2015 

On behalf of ESCT Gunter Prüller-Jagenteufel, Vienna, is the coordinator of 

various activities. The members of ESCT are informed regularly about the 

research project and the activities through the ET-newsletter. A Call for 

Projects was published in ET-Studies 1/2015. The following activities are 

planned: 

i. A Seminar to take place during the International ESCT Conference 

2015 in Leuven, September 17-20: “The Name of God and the 

Question of Gender”, in collaboration with ESWTR (European Society 

of Women in Theological Research) 

ii. A joint Symposium held by DAKATEO and ESCT, with participation of 

other INSeCT-Asia members on the issue “Gender and Ecclesiology: 

An Intercultural Dialogue”, in Manila, Philippines, July 14-17, 2016  

iii. A European Conference in collaboration with ESWTR in Vienna, 

September 22-25, 2015: “The role of women in decision making in the 

Church and society: A question of gender-justice or gender ideology? 

Academic and practical challenges” 

b. James outlined ACTA’s planning for their 2016 conference on INSeCT’s 

research program theme. That theme will provide ACTA’s overall conference 

theme. A conference session is planned on the Catholic Church learning from 

its ecumenical partners about women’s contribution to the church. And a 

third “joint session” will be held on the INSeCT research theme, incorporating 

the perspectives of biblical, moral, and systematic theology. 

c. Gaston outlined several African activities: 

i. A conference in Abidjan, March 17-19, 2015; 400 attendees.  

Theme: “Living Together in Multicultural Space.” Two theologians 

from Montreal presented on women’s role in interreligious dialogue. 

ii. Symposium in Cotonou, Benin, 26-28 May, 2015; 300 attendees. 

Theme: “The Role of Women in Society: African Women on Peace-
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Building, Cultural Dialogue, & Building Democracy.” The President of 

Benin presented at this Symposium. 

iii. Gaston also gave notice of a Conference, March 15-17, 2016. Theme: 

“The Role of Women in Peace-Building and Evangelization” (Call for 

Papers, Sept-Oct, 2015) 

d. Nancy reported on a range of activities: 

i. ACTHUS Conference, June 2015, on “Salvation,” with a number of 

papers on gender. 70 attendees, incl. 23 students. 

ii. David Hollenbach, President of CTSA, announced the 2016 Conference 

in San Juan, Puerto Rico, July 9-12. Theme: “Justice and Mercy.” Will 

include a session on gender justice. The conference will also include a 

gathering with former CTSA Presidents and former members of 

INSeCT Steering Committee. 

iii. Nancy will attend a Conference in Mexico City, October 20-22: 

“Violence in the Context of Mexico and Theology’s Response.” 

iv. CTSA’s President Elect, Mary Hines, has asked Nancy for a 

conversation about INSeCT. 

e. Érico noted that:  

i. SOTER’s 2016 Conference Theme would be: “Pentecostalism, 

Eschatology, and Social Issues”. 

ii. SOTER has an ongoing subgroup on gender issues. 

f. It was resolved that all executive members would contact member societies, 

inviting them to make the INSeCT Research Program Theme part of their 

annual conference/symposium. 

g. It was also resolved that each month, executive members would: check the 

webpages of societies in their region; email presidents of their region with 

news, asking them to pass on that information to their own members. 

h. It was also resolved that the membership inquiry form would contain a 

question about member societies next conference, as well as the theme of 

that conference. 

6. Organization of 2017 Council Meeting: 

a. Martin proposed: 

i. That we invite as keynote speakers and responders two people from 

each region (1 woman, 1 man); 

ii. Conference focus on the research project: 

1. Brief reports from regions – the ‘status quo’ in your region; 

and/or speaker from each region on this topic or on topics 

nominated by the executive (will be cleared at the next 

Execute committee meeting) 
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2. To structure the content meeting in five units of 90 min each 

(each region, one unit): keynote speaker (ca. 30 min) and 

response (ca. 15 min), followed by a discussion of 45 min. 

3. A critical/appreciative voice summing up the contributions and 

pointing out the lacunae for a final panel discussion 

b. Structure of 2017 Meeting: 

i. First day pm: greeting/welcome 

ii. Second day: content 

1. am: 2 units 

2. pm; 2 units 

iii. Third day:  

1. am: immersion into local church 

2. pm: 1 unit and final panel 

iv. Fourth day: 

1. am: regional reports on Catholic Theology 

2. pm: business meeting  

v. Fifth day: departure 

c. It was agreed that all presentations would be accompanied by a one-page 

summary, available in three languages (Spanish, French, & English) 

d. The possibility was explored of a book/publication showcasing the 

international dimensions of Catholic theology. We intend to publish a book as 

a result of the 2017 Network Council Meeting, in English, Spanish, and 

French. 

e. It was resolved that the executive would explore the possibility of a small 

follow-up conference in Rome, 2018. 

f. The executive will meet with some local theologians in the location of the 

2017 conference (Manila or Bangalore?) for advice about immersion. 

g. It was resolved that all executive members would find a theological article 

that could provide fundamental definitions of the terms gender, sexuality, 

etc. 

7. Finances: 

a. Re: fundraising: Martin would go through Eamonn’s list and pursue 

theological societies and Missio, Adveniat, etc. 

b. Nancy will speak with Jim Keenan about fundraising for the 2017 Conference, 

asking Jim about the details of their fundraising. 

c. Key questions for the next 6 months: 

i. Location of meeting 

ii. Construct an initial budget 

iii. Seek out donors 

d. Bank account at Boston College: 

i. The meeting decided that the question of our goals comes first; 
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ii. Boston College said that there could be someone at BC as a primary 

point person for this task. 

e. Martin will send a revised “Membership Enquiry” form to the executive, who 

will forward it to their members. 

f. James to ask the ACTA Treasurer about how much transfer fees ACTA paid for 

our membership fees. Answer: $AU 22.00 

8. Revisiting Mission and Goals 

a. A lengthy, wide-ranging discussion ensued on INSeCT’s mission, goals, and 

uniqueness, and on how these can be concretely realized. 

b. A statement of the mission, goals, and uniqueness was arrived at. It is printed 

at the conclusion of these minutes. 

9. Continuity: 

a. The meeting resolved to ask the 2017 Network Council Meeting to consider 

that, when electing the Steering Committee, at least two members should be 

re-elected in order to maintain continuity. In time, the presidents in each 

region should consider fostering a candidate as their region’s representative 

on the Network Council. 

10. Skype Meeting Dates: 

a. The following dates were set:  

i. October 5 

ii. February 15 

iii. May 9 

b. For the October date, the following times were settled on: Nancy 5am 

Boston; Martin 11am Innsbruck; Gaston 9am Abidjan; Érico 6am Brazil; James 

7pm Adelaide. 

11. On Friday morning, the Executive met with Monsignor Friedrich Bechina, 

Undersecretary for Higher Education in the Congregation for Catholic Education. 

 

 

Statement of INSeCT’s Mission and Goals 

The International Network of Societies for Catholic Theology provides the global platform 

for its member societies to foster theology, by communication and collaboration, in 

promotion of the work of the theologian around the world, as a contribution to the 

collective effort of theology in the Catholic Church.  

 

INSeCT’s mission statement stands for a view of Catholic theology that fosters: 

 The pastoral mission of the church, 

 Theology’s ministry to serve church and society, 

 Collaboration among those working in all theological  disciplines, 

 Interdisciplinary theological inquiry into the natural and human sciences, & 

 Ecumenical and interfaith dialogue. 
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INSeCT, by means of its global research projects, its publications, its website and its 

assemblies, is committed to the following goals: 

 Support the development and growth of societies of Catholic theology around the 

world and facilitate the bilateral and multilateral collaboration of these societies; 

 Improve intercultural communication and collaboration with member societies of 

Catholic theology as well as with theologians in those regions of the world where 

there are no societies in existence; 

 Make more information available about the state of Catholic theology in the various 

local, regional, and national contexts around the world about specific research 

projects, theological congresses, and conventions. 

 Respond to global challenges. 

 

 

Please Note: 

All funding for lodging at Casa Sanctae Marthae was met by a private donor, who wishes to 

remain anonymous. Air travel was paid for by the executive members themselves, and by 

CTSA. 

 

Secretary: James 


